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DAVIS, W.Va. -- Suburban Washington
residents likely would jump in their cars
and drive through the Eastern Panhandle,
Maryland and Virginiain the event of a
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terror attack, a West Virginia University Meet G DDEID Checkout.
survey shows. _
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underscores the need for aregiona planto
handle an exodus of 6 million or 7 million
people.

Many of them would leave the region,
either heading north, south or straight
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more than 100 public-safety officials gathered for aregional evacuation conference. The
event is considered afirst step toward creating aregional evacuation plan.

The survey of 800 people in West Virginia, Virginiaand Maryland also shows that many
think an attack is likely, Mr. Gerber said.

"Thisisavery real issue that should be addressed,” he said. " There's going to be some
sort of large-scale self-evacuation.”

Gov. Joe Manchin 111 said in a brief press conference that the state is prepared to handle
some evacuees but not hundreds of thousands or millions.

Doing so requires just the sort of regional cooperation envisioned by conference planners,
he said.

"Seven states and the District of Columbia are working together,” Mr. Manchin said.
"That's what we need to do."

West Virginia has taken what Mr. Manchin considers the step of figuring out what it can
and can't do. The state has looked at how to house and care for people who are suffering, he
said, including reviews of every public building, including schools.

Although Mr. Manchin considers the state prepared, he said there's more to be done. "We
can still be better prepared.”

Although people say they would flee across the country, the survey shows that about one-
quarter would head south along the East Coast, and another quarter would head west,
presumably through West Virginias Eastern Panhandle, clogging roads and straining
services.

During a speech, Mr. Manchin said dealing with the Sago Mine disaster in January and
trying to help victims of Hurricane Katrina taught him a couple of lessons.

First, states must take charge whenever possible. And second, the nation is sorely lacking
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plans for states to help one another.

"The state of West Virginia, we're going to take that [responsibility], we're going to call
the shot,” he said.

And the state is going to work with its neighbors, he said.

"By you being here today, that's the beginning."

Besides West Virginia, officials from the District, Maryland, Delaware, Ohio, Kentucky,
Pennsylvania and Virginia are attending the conference.

Copyright © 2006 News World Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Return to the article

4"@~ Want to use this article? Click here for options!
Copyright The Washington Times

http://www.washi ngtonti mes.com/functions/print.php?Storyl D=20060823-103733-7011r

Page 2 of 2

8/24/2006



