CENTRAL
ACTIVITY 1

Accomplishments

1. MOUs

2. Training – emergency EVAC, NIMS, psycho-social impact, CISM, nursing home staff

3. Planned development

4. WARN system

5. Mass clinics that also address special needs populations

6. Pagers provided as emergency alert system for deaf community

7. Special needs awareness for all hazard training

8. Poison control

9. Community partners meetings, clubs, churches, EMS, networking

10. Radio system that transmits data – RACES

11. Drills (nursing home EVACs), work with agencies to develop emergency plans, review after-actions, re-evaluate

12. Emergency alert system (47 sirens)

13. Special needs shelter (medical needs)

14. Developed plans and locations for mass medical distribution

15. ID sites including MOU with facility and other prep info

16. Emergency preparedness for seniors – Mason County

17. State SNS plan – including pediatric population

18. local emergency response – voluntary registration

19. JAN – ADA consultants

20. ID individuals with special needs – notice in newspaper, electric bill, letters, SASE

Tools Needed

1. List of volunteers outside of your area from surrounding counties – more security, not just search and rescue

2. Generators – fuel

3. Public transportation

4. Shelters – ID more

5. HAM radios installed and staff trained to operate

6. ID special rooms for Alzheimer’s patients – door/window alarms via shelters

7. HIPPA exclusions – overall demographics – special circumstances for public health – illness outbreaks

8. Great need for security in case of disaster

9. Use voting precincts to gather information

ACTIVITY 2

1. Communications, no cell service, deaf, blind → HAM radio, WV Trucking Association, designated frequency for responders, trailing messages on TV, WARN system, special needs registry, pre-plan

2. Confidentiality, HIPPA → legal issues need to be addressed

3. Money for planning, education, special equipment → more money spent in smart ways

4. Lack of process for notification to responders of transient special needs → special needs registry that gets checked quarterly, hire someone to check it

5. Shelters → accessible, secure where needed, i.e. jails, provide means to reunite families in case of separation of children, elderly, or others

6. Need community partners to unify

7. Transportation → ID senior center vans, public transportation, veterans vans, board of education, church buses, adult and child day care, private tour buses

8. Unified planning → relates to knowing what things are in these individual plans

9. Lack of defined roles

10. Attendance at community planning meetings

11. Nutrition available for special needs → supplies available or identified for diabetics, enteric feedings, kidney disease, infants

12. Turf issues

13. If an emergency response center becomes inoperable → redundancy of operations

14. Local plans but not regional plans → plans that define local response and when regional plans become effective

15. Need for state registry for people with special needs → voluntary, shared in case of emergency only

16. Too much reliance on MOUs, paperwork → need broader MOUs with neighboring counties, states

17. Need to be flexible when scheduling training so volunteers can attend

ACTIVITY 3

What is missing?

1. Training

2. Communication

3. Need input from special needs populations

4. No clearly defined process to correct deficiencies in emergency response once identified

5. Ways to conduct drills for special needs populations

6. Registry of special needs contacts and how they can help in planning

7. Need to plan for worst case scenarios – fair weather planning

8. Planning for residential abuse clinics

9. Continuity between main sites and back up sites

10. Partnerships and role definition of military, National Guard, and law enforcement

11. Coordinated plans among advocacy groups 

How do we fix it?

1. Networking, networking, networking

2. State emergency response should provide guidance for communications statewide – provide simple summaries of response plans

3. Legislate or change laws

4. State EOP needs a special needs population component

5. Include people with special needs in planning

6. Need regional legislatures to work together (EMAC) government to government – need to make it legal to cross state lines

7. Need simple county to county agreements

8. Need pre-credentialing

9. No more alphabet soup – eliminate acronyms

